
Vision Zero
Seattle’s plan to eliminate traffic deaths and serious injuries by 2030
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• Background

• Seattle’s approach

• Looking ahead
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Presentation overview



Safety is our top priority 
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Vision Zero: A Citywide Effort
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• Launched as Mayor’s Initiative in February 2015

• Codified through Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan Update 2016
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Local Trends

• Fatal and serious 

injury rate continues 

to decline as 

population grows

• Annual fatalities 

increasing in 3-year 

trend

• Seattle’s 3-year 

annual average = 

20 fatalities

Fatal and Serious Injury Rate Trend, 2006 - 2015

17

22
21



7

Data and research

• Data-driven engineering, 

education and 

enforcement

• Partnerships 

Crashes from Inattention in Seattle
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Engineering

• Master Plan implementation

• Safety corridors (3 – 5/year)

• BPSA projects

• Internal coordination
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Enforcement and education
• Focus on top contributing 

factors, older adults, and 
historically under-represented 
communities 

• High visibility enforcements

• Automated enforcement

Seattle’s Red Light Camera Program has reduced 
pedestrian and vehicular collisions
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Evaluation

• Guides investments 

• Helps improve 

countermeasures

• Builds public trust

www.seattle.gov/transportation/ne75th.htm

www.seattle.gov/transportation/rainieraves.htm

-

-

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/ne75th.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/rainieraves.htm
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Speed limits

• Lower speed limits on 

2400 miles of non-

arterial street

• Lower speed limits on 

75 miles of arterials in 

central Seattle 



Speed Limit 

Evaluations

• Focus: Urban Villages 

and high-collision 

corridors 

• 20 corridors by 2020

• Evaluations for all 

SDOT projects

• Speed limit policy 

review



Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Analysis

• Retrospective review of 

ped and bicycle collisions

• Exploratory and 

multivariate analyses 

• Systemic, proactive 

approach

• Recommendations 

feeding all SDOT projects 
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Safety Corridors

• Focus on High Crash Network 

• Wide range of countermeasures

• Results show this approach works 

High Crash Network (rev 3/2017) 

2015 Rainier Ave S Pilot Project
Before and After Results

Total serious injury and fatal collisions

-100%

Total Collisions Injury Collisions Ped and bike 

collisions

-15% -31% -40%

Transit travel times (peak hours)

Pre-project Post-project

SB 15:34 15:36
(no change)

NB 19:32 16:31 
(improvement)



Questions?

www.seattle.gov/visionzero

www.seattle.gov/transportation

jim.curtin@seattle.gov | (206) 684-8874


